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Foreword
The papers included in this special issue of Theoretical Computer Science were
written out of regard and respect by colleagues of Professor Lawrence Harper on the
occasion of his 65th birthday (24 August 2003).
All the papers deal with two of the scienti)c topics which Larry has cultivated
through all his professional life as mathematician: layouts and isoperimetric problems.
We made the choice of restricting the volume to these two topics, the omission of
other topics as the lower bounds to the complexity of the Boolean circuits, topic in
which Larry worked during an early period of his life, has been an intentional choice
of us in order to keep small and focused the number of contributions. We apologize
to the colleagues that should have been included and weren’t.
For those of us who have collaborated with Larry at some point in his professional
life, it has been highly rewarding to see the meticulousness with which he )nishes his
papers, where drafts could take months or years of polishing. Some of his papers have
been seminal, especially in the area of layouts and isoperimetric problems, a wide and
deep )eld of research that opened with his contributions.
We must thank all those who made possible this volume, the Editor in Chief of
Theoretical Computer Science—A, Giorgio Ausiello, who supported the project from
the beginning; the colleagues who were contacted for contributions and without excep-
tions responded positively; and all those who helped us with the refereeing process:
S. Bezrukov, D. Muradian, J. Petit, M.J. Serna, O. Serra and three referees who wished
to remain anonymous.
All together, we wish Larry a very happy birthday and thank him for the work done
during his )rst 65 years.
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